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One of Ireland’s most high-profile directors has said he intends to leave his post at the Bord Gáis
Energy Theatre Company (BGT) at the end of this year. Stephen Burke’s departure is in line with his
desire to concentrate more on filmmaking projects, including a new version of Molloy, that he plans
to complete in time for its 50th anniversary. Speaking to the Irish Independent in an exclusive
interview, he described the theatre as “one of the most amazing places” he had ever seen. He has
described his connection with BGT as “part of my heart. It’s the theatre I grew up with, it’s where I
first saw Molloy”. Mr Burke made his name in theatre, having directed more than 20 productions at
the Gate, Abbey, Irish and Royal National theatres. His productions include 9 Songs and the recent
Don Juan Tenorio, which was directed at the Gate. He also directed the Irish premiere of the new US
film Coming to America, starring Eddie Murphy. “There are going to be some changes. The thing
about theatre is that it’s such a small company, and it has its ups and downs. “I do have a new
version of Molloy coming out, which is the 50th anniversary of the original, and I want to finish it off
before I go.” The film was based on Samuel Beckett’s play of the same name and starred Murphy in
the leading role. In contrast to the novel version, which was set in the 17th century, the film is set in
the 1980s. “I hope to actually be working on it in November or December,” said Mr Burke. “I’m not
thinking about where the theatre is at the moment, I’m just thinking about what I’m going to be
doing next. “I’m excited about the new Molloy, it’s a great piece, Beckett wrote it in a way that works
well with the actors.” It is unclear which of his future projects will be set in Ireland. “Everything that I
do will be born from Ireland,” he said. “I would not even be in the business if it were not for the Irish
film industry. It’
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